Reader

Assignment 2

Following the class discussions on media and popular culture,
write an essay detailing the effect the media is having on some
aspect of current society.

Prewriting
a. Prewriting Notes

b. Outline

a. First Draft
b. Edited Draft

c. Revised Draft
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Prewriting Notes
TV cabl e news as biased
not politically biased, but ratings biased
Di storted inpressions of events
Exanpl es Summer 2001 — shark attacks (until 9/11)
Summer 2002 - child abducti ons
M ssing stories — AIDS in Africa, real Islam
Russia’s role
in the world after Cold Var.
Changi ng denographics, nore H spanics than

bl acks, nore Miuslins than Jews

QUTLI NE
Typi cal view of TV bias

usual charges

Real bias, not political but ratings
Exanpl es

Ef fects — panics, usel ess debates,

Qbscuring real issues — AIDS, |Islam Russia,
denogr aphi cs

CSPAN — col | ege press build ratings.
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First Draft
Medi a Bi as

Qur cl ass debate about nedi a bias sparked
a lively debate. Conservatives loved to |ist
all the evidence of liberal bias in the nedia.
Noting the |lack of Republicans in the newswoom
They argued over and over again how
bi g busi ness | eaders are al ways depicted as
corrupt and how Christian conservatives are
shown as narrowm nded bigots, ignoring the
work their organization to to fight poverty
and addiction. Liberals countered with their
list of biases in the nedia, from dinton-bashing
to Rush Linbau and Patrick Buchanan. Several
African-Aneri cans argued that bl ack
conservatives on television. Totally ignoring
the fact that there are probably as nany bl ack
Mar xi sts who never get air tinme. Mislimstudents
argued that no noderate Miuslins appear on television,
| eaving the public with the inpression that al
believers in Islamare anti-Senetic male
chauvinists in leage with the the taliban.

But the real bias, perhaps the nore disturbing
bias is not the barbed debate that takes place on
cable talk shows that are only seen by a few
hundred thousand viewers. The real bias in the news
i s about ratings.

Cabl e news prom sed to enlighten us, by opening
up the usual thirty mnutes of nighly news and

occasi onal docunenartary shows with the ability to
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del ve deep into storys, provide background, and give
i ndepth interviews.

But too often the coverage has been tabl oi d-
driven. In the summer of 2001 there were a fl ood
of stories about shark attacks. About half a dozen
Americans were attacked by sharks. the attacked
victunms were good TV. Nornmal people out for a day
at the beach | aying bl ood covered am d shocked on-
| ookders and wailing famly nenbers.

Ater the terrorist attacks of Septenber 11, 2000
t hese stories seened pathetic. Experts pointed out
that shark attacks were extrenely rare and that the TV
coverage devoted to a rare event obscured the rea
i ssues pal gueing the planet — global warm ng,
terrorism the |lack of health care, AIDS in Africa,
t he growi ng chasm between those |inked by the
Internet and half the world s popul ati on who
have never made or received a phone call

But during the sumer of 2002 the | essons
seened | ost. Even though FBI statistics reveal
that child abductions are actually decreasing,
a few highlighted cases dom nated the news with
hourly coverage. The airwaves were flooded with
reports of kidnapped and m ssing children. Not
that these are inportant issues that everyone
can relate to. Media broadcasts giving out nanes,
descri ptions, and phot ographs have been hel pful
in alerting the public to aid in search and rescues.
However, these reports distort the commonality of
t hese events and get peopl e upset about evetnts that
are really somewhat uncommon. |nstead of wooryign
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about chil dhood obesity which mght lead to mllions
of children devel opi ng di abetes, premature heart

di sease and a host of life-threatening ill ness.

A high speed car chase, a child taken froma

gated conmunity make for good TV. The real crises

t hat plague the planet — AIDS in Africa, globa

warm ng, shifting denographics, all these get

over| ooked because they | ack the drama of a

tearful nother or a handcuffed suspect. The

nmedi a could do a better job.
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Edited Draft

Medi a Bi as Better title

Qur class debate about nedia bias sparked
a lively debate. Conservatives loved to |list Repeat
all the evidence of liberal bias in the nedia.
Noting the | ack of Republicans in the newswoom
They argued over and over again how delete
bi g busi ness | eaders are al ways depicted as
corrupt and how Christian conservatives are
shown as narrowm nded bigots, ignoring the
work their organizationS Do to fight poverty
and addiction. Liberals countered with their
list of biases in the nmedia, from dinton-bashing
to Rush Linbau and Patrick Buchanan. Several
African-Americans argued that black Frag
conservatives on television. Totally ignoringFrag
the fact that there are probably as many bl ack
Mar xi sts who never get air tine. Mislimstudents
argued that no noderate Muslins appear on television,
| eaving the public with the inpression that al
believers in Islamare anti-Senetic mal e SP?

chavinists in |l eage with the the taliban. Cap?

But the real bias, perhaps the nore disturbing
bias, is not the barbed debate that takes place on
cable talk shows that are only seen by a few
hundred thousand viewers. The real bias in the news
i s about ratings.

Cabl e news pronised to enlighten us, by opening

Assignment 2

Sundance Reader



SP

SP

THIRD

Reader FESEers

up the usual thirty mnutes of nighly news and

occasi onal docunenartary shows with the ability to

del ve deep into storys, provide background, and give
i ndepth interviews.

But too often the coverage has been tabl oi d-
driven. In the summer of 2001 there were a flood was
of stories about shark attacks. About half a dozen
Ameri cans were attacked by sharks. the attacked

victuns were good TV. Normal people out for a day
at the beach laying blood covered am d shocked on-
| ookders and wailing fam |y nenbers. FRAG

Ater the terrorist attacks of Septenber 11, 2000,

t hese stories seened pathetic. Experts pointed out
that shark attacks were extrenely rare and that the TV
coverage devoted to a rare event obscured the real

i ssues pal guei ng the planet — global warm ng,

terrorism the lack of health care, AIDS in Africa,
t he growi ng chasm between those |inked by the
Internet and half the world s popul ati on who

have never made or received a phone call.

But during the sumer of 2002 the | essons
seenmed | ost. Even though FBI statistics reveal
that child abductions are actually decreasing,

a few highlighted cases dom nated the news with
hourly coverage. The airwaves were fl ooded with
reports of kidnapped and m ssing children. Not
that these are inportant issues that everyone

can relate to. Media broadcasts giving out nanes,
descriptions, and phot ographs have been hel pful

in alerting the public to aid in search and rescues.
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However, these reports distort the commonality of

t hese events and get peopl e upset about evetnts that
are really somewhat uncommon. Instead of wooryign
about chil dhood obesity which mght lead to mllions
of children devel opi ng di abetes, premature heart

di sease and a host of life-threatening ill ness.

A high speed car chase, a child taken froma

gated conmunity make for good TV. The real crises

t hat plague the planet — AIDS in Africa, globa
war mi ng, shifting denographics, all these get

over|l ooked because they lack the drama of a

tearful nother or a handcuffed suspect. The

medi a could do a better job.

Revi si on Not es
Stronger Thesis
Better Focus
Stronger call for action at end — nore ideas
outlining possible solutions. Mention G SPAN
4 Edit for spelling, word repetitions, fragnents,
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Revised Draft

The Real Medi a Bi as

Qur class discussion about nedia bias sparked
a lively debate. Conservatives |listed evidence
of liberal bias in the nedia, repeatedly noting the
| ack of Republicans in the newsroom They argued
that television news depicts business | eaders
as greedy and corrupt bosses rather than
skill ed entrepreneurs who devel op new technol ogi es
and create mllions of jobs. Christian conservatives,
t hey argued, are shown as narrow-m nded bi gots,
ignoring the charitable work their churches do to
fight poverty and addiction. Liberals countered with
their own list of biases in the nedia, fromCinton-
bashi ng to Rush Li nbaugh and Patrick Buchanan.
Several African-Anericans insisted that a handful of
bl ack conservatives are given undo prom nence. The
public, they insist, is given the inpression that many
bl acks are conservative, totally ignoring the |arger
nunber of African-American Marxi sts who never get air
time. Muslimstudents pointed out that few noderate
Musl i ms appear on television, leaving viewers with the
inpression that all believers in Islamare anti -
Semitic male chauvinists in | eague with the Tali ban.
But the real bias, perhaps the nore disturbing
bias, is not reflected in the barbed debate that takes
pl ace on cable talk shows that are only seen by a few
hundred thousand viewers. The real bias in the news
i s about ratings.
Cabl e news promised to enlighten us, by opening
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up the usual thirty mnutes of nightly news and
occasi onal docunmentary with the ability to

del ve deep into stories, provide background, and give
i n-depth interviews.

But too often the coverage has been tabl oi d-
driven. In the summer of 2001 there was a flood
of stories about shark attacks. About half a dozen
Americans were bitten by sharks. The victins
made good TV. Nornmal people out for a day
at the ocean could be shown Iying on the beach
covered in blood, surrounded by shocked on-1ookers and
wai ling famly nmenbers. Channel surfers were bound
to put the renote down and boost ratings to see
real “reality television.”

After the terrorist attacks of Septenber 11,
2001, these stories seened superficial. Comentators
insisted that shark attacks are extrenely rare and
that the TV coverage devoted to a rare event obscured
the real problens plaguing the planet — gl obal
warm ng, terrorism the |ack of health care, AIDS in
Africa, the growi ng chasm between those |inked by the
Internet and the billions of people who have never
made or received a phone call.

But during the sumer of 2002 the | essons
seened | ost. Even though FBI statistics reveal
that child abductions are actually decreasing,

a few highlighted cases dom nated the news with
hourly coverage. The airwaves were bonbarded with
reports of kidnapped and m ssing children. True,

t hese are noving stores and the nedia has played an
inmportant role in search and rescue operations by
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broadcasti ng nanes and |icense plate nunbers. But
does a ki dnapping in Southern California deserve
nati onal coverage?

The problemis that news has becone
entertai nment. Conpetition for ratings and
advertising dollars has led news directors to
focus on events that grab attention, not
stories of genuine significance. |Instead of
meani ngf ul coverage of issues that wll affect all of
our lives — climate change, tax policy, welfare
reform or foreign policy — we are treated to
i nfotai nnent —car chases, shootouts, and celebrity
scandal s.

We may not be able to change the networks, but
consuners can pronote and support channels |ike
CSPAN, which often devotes two hours to a forum of
academ cs, statesnen, and political activists. Local
cabl e access channel s can be given nore resources to
br oadcast neani ngful programm ng. G ven the reduced
cost of video caneras and conputers, it may be up to
viewers to begin a grassroots novenent to shape

television in the twenty-first century.
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